
 
 

December 4 & 5, 2021 

 

 

Three Good Things That Will Happen in December 

1. We will come together for midweek Advent services. These devotional services, held on 
Wednesdays at 3:30 & 6:45 p.m., give us the opportunity to prepare our hearts for the birth 
of our Savior. Fellowship meals between services will also be held again this year. 

 

2. We will host Advent by Candlelight on Sunday, December 5. After an online-only event last 
year, we're excited to come together again this year in word and song to usher in the Advent 
season. If you aren't able to attend in person, you can join us virtually 
at www.sjtosa.org/ABC. 

 

3. We will celebrate our Savior's birth through a variety of worship opportunities: our grade-
school Christmas Eve service, our traditional Lessons & Carols service, and festival worship on 
Christmas Day. For a full listing of holiday worship opportunities, visit 
www.sjtosa.org/HolidayWorship. 

 

 

Two Good Things That Happened in November 

1. We began a new church year with the season of Advent: a Latin word that means "coming." 
Advent is a time when we celebrate the coming of Christ as a baby in Bethlehem and look 
forward to his coming again on the last day. Please join us for worship! 

 

2. Our teens headed out around church and raked leaves for some of our neighbors. One of the 
aspects of our strategic plan includes service opportunities to the community, and we're 
thankful to have our teens serve in this way! 

 

 

One Good Thing That You Might Not Know About 

1. School spirit days are back! On December 7, 14, and 21, our grade-school students will be 
showing their school spirit according to various themes. First up: Christmas pajamas day! 

 

 
Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org/video 
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HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Annual Voters’ Meeting 

TODAY, Sunday, December 5 – The annual electoral voters’ meeting will be held following the 10:30 
a.m. service (and will also be broadcast online at www.sjtosa.org/video for those unable to attend in 
person). In addition to the election of church officers and Board members, detailed financial 
information will be presented. All voters and interested parties are encouraged to attend. 
 

Midweek Advent Worship Opportunities 

Wednesdays, December 8 & 15 – Please join us for midweek Advent Worship at 3:30 and 6:45 p.m. 
We’re happy to be able to serve fellowship meals between services once again! Meals will be served 
from 4:15 – 6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. December 8 is casserole night, and the menu for 
December 15 features chicken cordon bleu and chicken nuggets. A salad bar and soup will be 
available at all meals. 
 

Friends in Fellowship 

Tuesday, December 7 – Please join us as we celebrate the Christmas season! Coffee/tea and dessert 
will be provided; please bring a favorite hors d’oeuvres or appetizer to share. Lunch and fellowship 
begin at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall followed by the program at 1:00 p.m. Mike Swenson will 
be here to discuss the Pearl Harbor Remembrance Concert being held at Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School on Tuesday, December 7. Bring a friend; all are welcome. We look forward to seeing you! 
 

New Support Group 

Thursday, December 16 – The holidays can be a difficult time, especially for those who are struggling 
with mental health issues, the loss of a loved one, a difficult relationship – and the list goes on. In 
light of these challenges, Pastor Steve Stern will be facilitating a support group at St. John’s. If you or 
a family member is dealing with cancer or other major health issues, loss and grief, or mental illness, 
please join us at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Matthew’s Room. We’ll take time to listen to each other, explore 
helpful spiritual truths, and generally provide assistance and support in a safe setting. Please feel 
free to bring a friend or neighbor who might benefit from being part of this group. 
 

By Scripture Alone 2022 

We received such good feedback on this year’s By Scripture Alone daily Bible reading plan that we're 
doing it again next year – but with a slight tweak. Our 2022 reading plan will still feature three 
different daily readings five days per week. However, the second half of our Old Testament readings 
will be arranged more chronologically to help you get an idea of how these books of prophecy fit into 
the historical events of Israel and Judah. Visit https://bit.ly/3CH452x for a reading schedule or pick 
one up in the church narthex. 
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St. John's School Christmas Service 

Friday, December 24 – The school Christmas Eve service, The Signs of Christmas, will be held in the 
auditorium at Wisconsin Lutheran High School. The service begins at 4:00 p.m. with preservice music 
beginning around 3:40 p.m. Doors open for seating at 3:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend this 
service as our children proclaim the Christmas Gospel through recitations and carols. 
 

2022 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes for next year can now be picked up in the Fellowship Hall. If you no longer use 
paper envelopes and would like to help reduce our order for next year, please let the church office 
know by emailing church@sjtosa.org or calling 414-258-7831.  
 

St. John’s Ski and Snowboard Club 

Thursdays, January 20 & 27 & February 3 & 10 – We’re excited to be able to offer Ski and 
Snowboard Club again this year! The club is open to St. John’s school families, church members, and 
their family and friends who are 7 years of age or older and is held at Little Switzerland in Slinger. 
This is a great cure for the winter blues and a fun opportunity to get to know other St. John’s 
members better! Registration closes December 15 and can be found at https://bit.ly/3kZgHvS. For 
details or additional information, contact Tammy Kriese at Kriese.tamara@gmail.com or  
414-915-3579. 
 

Volunteers – Save the Date! 

Sunday, February 20 – We had to take this year off because of COVID, but we’re excited to announce 
the return of Volunteer Appreciation Night in 2022! All St. John’s volunteers are invited downtown to 
the Grace Center at Grace Lutheran Church, and formal invitations with more details will be sent 
shortly after Christmas. If you volunteered at St. John’s in any way in 2020 or 2021, please mark the 
date on your calendar and make plans to join us for this evening of food, fellowship, and fun. 

 

AROUND THE WELS 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School Christmas Concerts 

This Christmas season, the fine arts department at WLHS will be providing three opportunities to 
attend sacred and secular music concerts. The Winter Band Concert will be held today, Sunday, 
December 5, at 3:00 p.m. The Sacred Christmas Choral Concert is scheduled for Sunday, December 
12, at 7:00 p.m., and the Winter Chamber Ensembles Concert will be presented on Saturday, 
December 18, at 7:00 p.m. Admission for all three concerts is free. 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran College Winter Band Concert 

Friday, December 10 – The WLC Concert Band will present its Winter Band Concert at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Schwan Concert Hall at the Center for Arts and Performance. Tickets are $6 and can be 
purchased at www.wlc.edu/boxoffice or by calling 414-443-8802. 
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Pearl Harbor Remembrance Concert 

Tuesday, December 7 – In remembrance of the 80th anniversary of the attack on our Armed Forces at 
Pearl Harbor, a special concert is being planned at Wisconsin Lutheran High School at 7:00 p.m. The 
concert will include music played by the band of the USS Arizona at a concert performed in August 
1941 in Honolulu. All are invited to attend this free concert to commemorate the Arizona band 
members, all of whom perished in the attack, along with thousands of other military personnel and 
civilians on December 7, 1941. Led by Dr. Patricia Backhaus as she conducts members of the Soli Deo 
Gloria concert band (several of whom are St. John’s members), the concert will also be a benefit for 
the WELS-sponsored Lutheran Military Support Group.  
 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Chorus Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 12 – Join the Seminary Chorus for their annual Christmas concert at 3:00 and 
7:00 p.m. in Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary’s auditorium (11831 N Seminary Dr,. Mequon). The 
program includes anthems by the choir and hymns for the congregation. The 3:00 p.m. service will 
be streamed live and recorded at www.livestream.com/WLSLive.  

 

 

Council Project of the Month: St. John’s Help Fund 

St. John’s maintains a Help Fund to provide assistance to those within our 
congregation who find themselves in need due to unforeseen or unplanned 
circumstances. Visit www.sjtosa.org/giving to donate or make checks 
payable to St. John’s.  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

Budget to Actual Comparison  

  Budget  Actual  Difference 

July 1 – November 23:  $ 435,691  $ 406,630  $ (29,061) 

November 24 – November 30:  $ 20,130   $ 23,854            $ 3,723 

Year-to-Date Totals:  $ 455,821  $ 430,483  $ (25,338) 

 

      
 

 

 

Worship Schedule Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Study 
Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  For details and other spiritual growth opportunities,  
Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) see the narthex bulletin board or visit  
Communion is offered the first and third www.sjtosa.org/BibleStudies 
weekends of each month 
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